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Jurisdictions Served: 
 City
 County
 Capitola
 University of 

California

Population: 98,000
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Loch Lomond 22% Tait Wells 3% North Coast Streams 25% San Lorenzo River 46% Beltz Wells 4%

North Coast Streams 
(1880)

Loch Lomond Reservoir 
(1960)

San Lorenzo River 
(1924)

Beltz Wells 
(1964, 2013)

City of Santa Cruz Sources of Supply

Tait Wells (2017)



System Water Use and Water Demand
Historic Trends

 Population and 
water production 
trends diverged in 
early 2000s when 
water use peaked
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2021 Demand Projections (M-Cubed)

(from February 2021 Water Commission Meeting)
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Vulnerability to shortages

• Limited storage

• Fish flow requirements

• Highly variable                               
supply

• Climate change

7



Habitat Conservation Planning
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The Santa Cruz Water System Serves ~100,000 People
Using Highly Variable Surface Water Resources
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Water Year

Water Year Classification System
Wet Normal Dry Critically Dry

Average Annual Runoff:
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One Extreme of Whiplash Weather
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…And the other Extreme.  Drought Risk Is 
Increasing with Climate Change
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Elements of 
the Santa Cruz Water Rights Project
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Collaborative Regional 
Water Resources 
Planning

Major Water Facilities 
and Current Service 
Area8

Future “Place 
of Use”



Infrastructure Improvements
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Aquifer Storage & Recovery (ASR)
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ASR in the Santa Cruz Mid-County 
Groundwater Basin
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Next Steps
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• Plan for ASR expansion in the Mid County Groundwater Basin 
(MCGB)

• Evaluate the opportunities for ASR in the Santa Margarita 
Groundwater Basin (SMGWB)

• Continue developing projects in both basins that may also include 
water transfers and exchanges

• Maintain regional partnership opportunities

• Continue to evaluate the opportunities of recycled water either 
through groundwater replenishment in the MCGB or the SMGWB or 
long-term feasibility of direct potable reuse



Thank you!
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