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Soquel Creek Water District

• A California Special District, which is a 
local government agency that 
provides essential services

• Not a land use authority, that is the 
responsibility of Santa Cruz County 
and City of Capitola within our 
service area

• Serve Aptos, La Selva Beach, Opal Cliffs, 
Rio Del Mar, Seascape, Soquel, and 
portions of Capitola

• 100% groundwater conveyed through 
165+ miles of pipeline

• 16 active groundwater wells, 
approximately 3,300 acre-feet per year



Mid-County Water Challenges

• Critically overdrafted as identified by 
the State of California with a mandate 
to be sustainable by 2040

• Groundwater is the only source of 
water for Soquel Creek Water 
District and much of the SC Mid-
County Region

• Contaminated with seawater 
intrusion along the coast



Our Primary Solutions

• Use Water Efficiently

• Be Adaptive with Groundwater Management

• Develop New Supplies

• Water Purification with Pure Water Soquel

• Excess River Water Purchases, when 
available

• Storm Water Capture

Conservation Groundwater
Management

New Supplies



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut

labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris

nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit

esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 

culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Based on Community Input



Monitoring State activity in 

establishing a new MCL (maximum 

contaminant level). 

There haven’t been any updates to 

the State’s website since 

November 2021.

Chromium 
6 Update

SqCWD is undergoing a Strategic 

Plan Update to help guide our 

agency for the next three years.

Will include gaining community input 

and a public meeting this Spring.

Strategic 
Plan Update

Replacement Well and 1,2,3-

Tricholopropane Removal Water Treatment 

Plant on Baltursrol Drive in Aptos.  SqCWD 

Board adopted IS/MND environmental 

review and approved project on December 

21, 2021.  Design is 95% complete.

Country Club 
Update



Project Overview and Project 
Locations

Treatment Facilities Project

Conveyance Infrastructure Project

Seawater Intrusion Prevention 
(SWIP) Injection Wells Project



TItle

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem

accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa

quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta

sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit

aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores

eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt.

DESCRIPTION

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do

eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco

laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.



Groundwater Modeling Results



Regional Benefits

Community & Economics

• Produces 1,500 acre-feet of water per year that 
provides 5,800 acre-feet per year benefits

• Serves 92,130 people

• Project can expand to double capacity (Expansion 

requires additional CEQA and other approvals)

PureWATER Soquel



Agency Collaboration & Community Support



The Project remains on-track going from technical 
feasibility to being on-line in eight years (2016-
2024)

Pure Water Soquel Consistently Makes Progress

2016 2018 2021 2022 2024
Conducted
• Public 

Input/Engagement
• Technical Feasibility

Completed
• CEQA EIR
• Third-Party

Independent Panel

Completed
• Land Acquisitions
• Partner Agreements
• Coastal Development Permit
• Design 
• Procurement for 4 of 

the 5 elements
• Construction of the 3 wells

Underway:
• Construction of 

Pipeline Project & 
Treatment
Project

• Procure and 
Construct Well Sites 

• Permit Process 
with DDW & RWQCB 

Goal:
• Project on-line and 

replenishing GW Basin 3-001
• Work towards SGMA mandate of 

region having sustainable water 
supply by 2040



In 2021: Celebrated Milestones and Going into Construction



Seawater Intrusion and Prevention 

Wells and Monitoring Wells

Capitola and Aptos

Treatment Facilities Construction 

in Santa Cruz and Live Oak
Pipeline Installation in Santa Cruz, 

Live Oak, Soquel, Capitola, Aptos

In 2022… It’s Construction…and More Construction

Becca- can you add some 
pics  (see location from 
Mike Wademan’s email)



State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Chair Joaquin Esquivel

Traci Hart, SqCWD HR Mgr.

Black and Veatch Construction Inc. Representatives

Dr. Bruce Jaffe, SqCWD Boardmember

Dr. Tom LaHue (SqCWD 
President), Kent-Harris Repass 
(Congressman Panetta’s 
Representative), Taj Dufour 
(SqCWD Engineering Mgr), and 
Kyle Graff (DDW Engr.)

Celebrating the 
Transformation of Water



We strive to be a Showcase Project for California on Groundwater 
Stewardship and Sustainability 



THANK YOU

Presentation template


