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AGENDA 
 November 6, 2025, 6:30 PM  

 

Agenda 
Item # 

Start 
Time 

End 
Time 

Description 

1 
2 
3 
 

4 

6:30 6:40 Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Approval of Consent Items: 

• September Meeting Minutes 
Public Comment for Items Not on The Agenda 

5 6:40 7:30 Presentations by Public Grant Program Applicants 
6 7:30 8:00 Presentation on the County Strategic Plan 
7 8:00 8:15 Approval of Zone 0 Letter to BOS 
8 8:15 8:30 Discussion of Western Pond Turtle Endangered Species Listing 
9 8:15 8:30 Staff Reports 

Commissioner Reports and Announcements 
10  8:30 Adjourn 

 
Public Comment 
None 
 

Items of Interest:  
Alaska officials impose ban on two kinds of invasive berry-producing trees | Alaska Beacon 
Deadly bacteria threatening marine animals along Santa Cruz County's coast - Lookout Santa Cruz 
CDFW Releases 2025 State Wildlife Action Plan 
California to Counter Potential Federal ESA Withdrawal — Environmental Science Associates 
 
The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by reason of a 
disability, be denied the benefits of its services, programs, or activities. This online meeting is available to 
anyone with a telephone.  If you are a person with a disability and require special assistance in order to 
participate in the meeting, please contact Sean Abbey at (831) 454-2386 or TDD number (454-2123) at least 
72 hours in advance of the meeting in order to make arrangements. Persons with disabilities may request a 
copy of the agenda in an alternative format. As a courtesy to those affected, please attend the meeting 
smoke and scent free.  
 
  

http://www.scceh.org/
https://alaskabeacon.com/briefs/alaska-officials-impose-statewide-ban-on-invasive-berry-producing-trees/
https://lookout.co/a-deadly-bacteria-is-threatening-marine-animals-along-santa-cruz-countys-coast/story
https://wildlife.ca.gov/SWAP?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://esassoc.com/news-and-ideas/2025/10/california-advances-species-protections-to-counter-potential-federal-withdrawal/


 

Commissioner and Public Participation Information 
 
Commissioners meet in person at the Solarium Conference Room, 1060 Emeline Avenue.  
Members of the public can join in person but are encouraged to join virtually using the link 
below.  
PLEASE NOTE: The meeting room is on the second floor, above the Water Quality Lab 
entrance.  The door must remain locked after hours, but staff will be able to provide 
access to all attendees as they arrive. 

 

Microsoft Teams Need help?  
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 263 985 117 079 5  
Passcode: xL74Ne63  

 
Click the “Click here to join the meeting” link above.  If you are asked to join Teams with 
an application, click on “No thanks” and open in the browser.  You should not need to 
download the application to join the meeting.    

Please join the meeting a few minutes BEFORE 6:30 pm so that we can start at 6:30 pm.   
Staff will open the video conference at 6:25 pm.  Cameras are optional for members of 
the public. 

If you have questions, contact Sean Abbey at sean.abbey@santacruzcountyca.gov. 
 
Meeting Roles and Rules: 
Jenni Gomez, Chair, will lead the meeting.  Chair Gomez will announce each agenda item, 
identify who will be leading an item and introduce discussion and public comment 
periods.   
Sean Abbey, staff, will assist with roll call, note taking, and tracking who wants to speak.   
Please allow staff to make notes about any decisions.   Sean will monitor email during the 
meeting.   
There will be a public comment period for each item and the Chair will invite the public to 
participate at the appropriate time.    

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Mzc5N2Y0ODEtZmU3My00N2RjLTgxY2QtZDYyODFkM2U0NTI3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2252044d34-04cb-41a4-a0cd-54ae6eeffb9f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cce8b18f-bd81-4d83-8861-742aa097421c%22%7d
mailto:sean.abbey@santacruzcountyca.gov
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Meeting Minutes 
September 4, 2025 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER – 6:32 pm 
2.  ROLL CALL   
  

Distric
t 

Commissioner Status Commissioner Status 

I Chris Berry E Kevin Butler P 
II Brian Woodward P David Somerton P 
III Liz Alter A Jon Jankovitz E 
IV Brooke Sampson P Daniela Suarez E 
V Jenni Gomez P Joanne Brown P 

P = Present R = Remote  E = Excused A = Absent  
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

o Motion to Approve Minutes: Somerton, Second: Jankovitz,  
o All Ayes: Minutes approved 

 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

o Steve Kennedy: Requests an agenda item be created to be released from a 
promise to not request additional funding. 

5.  PRESENTATION ON EXPANSION OF LOW FLOW CLOSURE ORDINANCE:  
Fisheries Biologist for CDFW, Sean Cochran, presented proposed changes to Low Flow 
fishing closures.  In addition to language clean-up in the ordinance, the proposal 
would add Aptos and Soquel Creek to the closure criteria for San Lorenzo River.  
Available data indicates that these three water bodies are highly correlated and that 
40 cubic feet per second (CFS) at San Lorenzo would indicate passage challenges 
exist in Aptos and Soquel Creek. This is Intended to be protective of steelhead which 
can be stranded by low flows and unable to escape anglers.  This change would 
likely result in a 38% decrease in the number of fishing days in the season.  The 
changes are to be reviewed by the Fish and Game Commission in Fall with approval 
in 2026.   
 

http://www.scceh.org/
https://fgc.ca.gov/Meetings/2025#oct


 

6.  DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO WILDFIRE HARDENING STANDARDS: 
Commissioners reviewed materials presented by the LA Audubon Society on Defensible 
Space, Zone Zero, and the New Fire Hazard Severity Zones.  Commissioners had significant 
concerns about indiscriminate removal of plants in the Zone Zero (0-5 feet) space, 
particularly in the more populated areas like downtown Boulder Creek.  Commissioners 
voted to create a sub-committee (Gomez, Brown, and Sampson) to write a letter notifying 
the Board of the coming change and encourage engagement in the drafting of any local 
variations, as allowed in proposed rulemaking.  The letter will be presented at the November 
meeting for approval. 

o Motion to create sub-committee: Brown, Second: Sampson,  
o All Ayes: Sub-committee creation approved 

7.  PUBLIC GRANTS PROGRAM APPROVALS:   
Commissioners reviewed the past grant reports, grant budget for this fiscal year, and 
the Request for Proposals (RFP) for the upcoming grant cycle.  Commissioners 
requested that staff send a thank you to the past applicants for their excellent work.  
The commissioners approved the RFP for release, with Habitat Restoration made the 
Work Plan Goal for this year.  Staff will investigate possibility of issuing a press release 
on the opening of the grant window. 

o Motion to approve RFP: Woodward, Second: Somerton,  
o All Ayes: RFP approved 

8.  APPROVE 2025 WORKPLAN:  
Commissioners reviewed the 2025 Workplan and had no significant changes 
required. 

o Motion to Approve 2025 Workplan: Sampson, Second: Woodward,  
o All Ayes: 2025 Workplan approved 

9.  STAFF AND COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
o Staff Reports: 

 CDI contacted staff about the STO update recommendations, which was 
forwarded to them by District 2 supervisor. 

 The Well Ordinance Update has gone into effect, which sets higher 
standards for new wells in the vicinity of fish bearing streams. 

 There are upcoming Board of Supervisor agenda items that relate to our 
workplan items. 

(1) A report on the Boulder Creek Water Quality and Recovery Project 
at the October 21st meeting 

(2)  An update on the implementation of the Emergency Watershed 
Protection (EWP) Program on November 18th 

(3)An update on Measure Q implementation on November 18th. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTAnEsDO7xo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTAnEsDO7xo
https://www.scceh.org/NewHome/Programs/WaterResources/WellOrdinanceUpdate.aspx


 

o Commissioner Reports: 
 Com Sampson:  The Measure Q Citizen Oversight Advisory Board meet on 

September 3rd to discuss the 5-Year Vision Plan.  In response to the results 
of a public survey, the funding would be focused on 3 priority areas:  

(1) Water Resources Management,  
(2)  Wildfire Risk Reduction and Forest Health,  
(3)Parks, Recreation and Public Access Equity.   

 Com Woodward: An invasive beetle called Shothole Borer is spreading in 
the Felton/Henry Cowell area.  The beetle was recently found in Paradise 
Park and could be significant issue for trees in urban spaces in Santa Cruz. 

 
10.  ADJOURN.  Motion to Adjourn: Somerton, Second: Sampson  

 All Aye: meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm. 
 

https://www.santacruzcountyca.gov/MeasureQ/CitizensOversightAdvisoryBoard.aspx
https://parks.santacruzcountyca.gov/Portals/12/pdfs/Measure%20Q/Measure_Q_Vision%20Plan_COAB_Packet_DRAFT.pdf?ver=LZ4jAtwI3gCuJincgZ9F4g%3d%3d
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74179.html
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 Salamander Protocols Example (2 of 10 Pages) 
 Example Student Data Sheet 
 Coverboard Data Example  
 Photos  

 

Revised Protocol for Student Conducted Salamander Monitoring in the Coastal 
Redwood Ecosystem 

 

Introduction 

The purpose of this protocol is to provide a standardized and rigorous methodology for 
student monitoring of salamander populations in redwood habitat.  The target audience for 
this protocol is adult teachers and program coordinators, who are expected to develop 
site- and group-specific instructions for student workers, as well as a reference for 
scientists analyzing or otherwise using data collected in the course of this program. 

This protocol is itself subject to adaptive revision; however, all subsequent versions should 
be uniquely and chronologically labeled and curated, and stability should be the 
overarching objective, given that the goal of the project is to allow comparison across time 
periods up to twenty years or beyond.  Whichever version may be in use, the protocol MUST 
be strictly adhered to.  Any accidental deviations must be logged and this information must 
be permanently attached to the data either wholesale or via citation within the container 
(i.e. a note in the Excel spreadsheet). 

The protocol has two modules:  Basic Survey, and Survey for Fungal Pathogens. 

 

 .Basic Survey 

 

 . Overarching Methods and Assumptions  

Salamanders will be surveyed through the use of coverboards, a well-tested survey 
method that has been demonstrated to be competent in coastal California forests to 
provide data on occupancy of two species of woodland (=lungless) salamanders of the 
family Plethodontidae:  Batrachoseps attenuatus, and Ensatina escholtzii 1-3.  Both species 
are known to be good indicators of forest condition 4. 



 

The fundamental unit of analysis will be the coverboard.  Coverboards will be grouped 
into arrays of 15 boards, and arrays will be grouped into sites of 4 arrays.  Arrays will be the 
unit of comparison among sites. 

The dependent variable will be number of individuals nested within species within 
coverboard.  

It is assumed, and has been confirmed by prior testing, that observer error is generally flat 
among boards and among workers.  Therefore this protocol provides latitude for 
assignment of student workers in the following ways: 
 

1. At minimum, one student may survey all boards in all arrays.  More students may be 
assigned as they are available, in the interest of instructing a larger student base 
and promoting speed of survey.  Other examples of student assignments are:  One 
student per array; two students per array (observer and recorder); one student per 
coverboard + one recorder; two students per board (one observer, one recorder). 

2. Individual students can be assigned sites, arrays or individual coverboards for more 
than one sampling session within season or across years.  Alternatively, different 
students can be assigned to sites, arrays or coverboards across seasons and/or 
years. 

3. Observers and recorders may trade off assignments. 

 

B. Establishing sites. 

Sites are established because they may potentially harbor salamanders.   Salamanders 
may be known or suspected from the site at the time the site is identified, or else they may 
be expected in future as an outcome of restoration.  Sites should be coastal redwood, 
although coastal Douglas fir, coastal oak, coastal scrub, coastal bay laurel, and/or coastal 
riparian can also be the dominant habitat at any particular site. 

Sites should be located within a 2km2 area within a single jurisdiction, e.g. within a State 
Park, National Forest unit, private campground, or other such area.  Ideally the site should 
be sited such that all arrays share a common aspect, watershed and elevation. 

Data from sites can be used to make conclusions intrinsic to the site; to make 
comparisons across sites; or to assess a rangewide trend. 
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[Date] 
 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors 
701 Ocean Street, Room 500 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
Re:  Proposed “Zone Zero” Home Hardening Regulations (Effective January 1, 2026) 

Dear Members of the Board, 

The County Fish & Wildlife Advisory Commission, as part of its mandate to advise the BOS on 
matters related to Fish and Wildlife and watershed protection, would like to offer comments and 
raise concerns regarding the draft “Zone Zero” home hardening requirements, as currently 
proposed to take effect on January 1, 2026 for the identified “Very High” Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
(FHSZ) as delineated by CalFire in the State and Local Responsibility Areas, SRA's and LRA's. 

We support the overall objective of reducing wildfire risk in the very high FHSZ; however, in our 
review of the current draft there are  ecological and policy issues that merit further consideration. 
We urge the Board to comment on the proposal to ensure that regulations are scientifically 
defensible, implementable, and balanced in terms of fire safety, cost burden, and habitat/ecological 
values. 

Definitions 

Cal Fire defines home hardening as vegetation management compliance and building materials 
used to resist the intrusion of flames or embers projected by a wildland fire. Cal Fire defines 
defensible space as a vegetation-free "buffer zone" around a home or structure. The Board of 
Forestry defines Zone Zero as an ember-resistant defensible zone the first 5 feet around a structure. 

Key Concerns 
1. Scope of Vegetation Removal in Zone Zero (0‑5 feet from structures) 
- The draft appears to require removal of essentially all vegetation in Zone Zero, with limited 
exceptions (mature, healthy trees, potted plants under narrow conditions). This may be overly 
restrictive in many settings. 
- Such a requirement could impose substantial cost, aesthetic, ecological, and habitat impacts. 

2. Scientific Evidence and Cost‑Benefit Tradeoffs 
- Peer‑reviewed research suggests that combining home hardening with defensible space improves 
survival odds. For example, a 2025 UC Berkeley study found that home hardening and defensible 

http://www.scceh.org/


  

space together can double survival rates. 
- Removing vegetation within 5 feet of homes alone reduced structure loss by ~17% (UC Berkeley, 
2025). 
- Other studies (npj Natural Hazards, 2024) emphasize a fuel‑free near‑home zone, but also note 
that some low‑flammability plantings may provide benefits. 

-Mockrin et al. (2023) studied the Woolsey Fire in the Santa Monica Mountains and found that  
“vegetation around buildings was not a strong predictor of building-level damage outcomes 
compared to building materials and landscape features such as paved land cover per parcel, 
elevation, building density, and distance to road networks”. 

3. Potential for Unintended Consequences/Ecological Impacts 
- Eliminating all vegetation could reduce soil stability, increase erosion, harm pollinators, and alter 
microclimates. 
-Mass clearing of urban vegetation may lead to unknown environmental consequences, such as 
rising urban heat island effects and declines in native biodiversity 

- Cost burden may shift focus away from effective home hardening steps (installation of vent 
screening  to prevent embers, fire-resistant double pane windows, siding and roofing materials, 
etc.). 
- Some moist, low‑flammability natives (e.g. ferns) may act more like ember traps than fuels. 

4. Local/Jurisdictional Variation and Flexibility 
- Fire risk varies widely by slope, aspect, and distance from other structures. 
- The draft acknowledges not all areas are the same. Local jurisdictions should retain authority to 
adapt requirements. 

Suggested Refinements 
Suggested Change Rationale 

Allow limited low‑flammability or irrigated 
moisture‑rich vegetation 

Allow healthy, well-maintained vegetation 
within Zone 0, including trees (Urban 
Wildlands Group, 2025) 

Reduces ecological harm, preserves 
beneficial vegetation, allows flexibility 
without major safety compromise 

Clarify or cap homeowner cost burden; 
provide incentives and/or phased 
compliance 

 

Avoids undue hardship, especially for 
lower income homeowners 

 

 

 



  

Encourage home hardening measures 
alongside vegetation management 

These measures have high impact for 
survival odds 

Include criteria for assessing vegetation 
types (fuel load, flammability) rather than 
blanket removal 

Aligns with empirical research and avoids 
unnecessary loss of low‑risk native plants 

Provide variance/appeal mechanisms for 
local conditions 

 

 

Ensures fairness, ecological preservation, 
and adaptability 

 

Scientific Authority and Uncertainties 
- Many studies model defensible space and home hardening together, making isolation of Zone Zero 
effects less precise. 
- Vegetation type, moisture, and maintenance play a large role in real outcomes. 
- Long‑term ecological and cost impacts remain insufficiently studied. 

Conclusion 
We praise the Board’s initiative toward reducing wildfire risk, and believe that well‑crafted Zone 
Zero regulations could contribute meaningfully to property survival. However, the regulations 
should be refined for fairness, ecological soundness, and cost‑effectiveness. We urge that the final 
draft be revised accordingly. 

Sincerely, 
 
[Name] 
Chair, County Fish & Wildlife Advisory Commission 
Santa Cruz County 

Appendix: References 
1. UC Berkeley (2025). Study on combined effects of home hardening and defensible space. Phys.org 
summary: https://phys.org/news/2025-08-home-hardening-defensible-space-halve.html 

2. Gibbons, P. et al. (2024). Garden design can reduce wildfire risk while retaining biodiversity. npj 
Natural Hazards, Nature. https://www.nature.com/articles/s44304-024-00012-z 

3. Syphard, A.D., Keeley, J.E. (2019). Factors associated with structure loss in wildfires. USGS 
Publications. https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/70141773 

4. Urban Wildlands Group (2025). Zone Zero policy comments. 
https://www.urbanwildlands.org/Resources/20250426_ZoneZeroPleadCommets.pdf 

https://www.urbanwildlands.org/Resources/20250426_ZoneZeroPleadCommets.pdf


  

5. Mockrin, M. et. al. (2023) Using high-resolution land cover data to assess structure loss in the 
2018 Woolsey Fire in Southern California 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nrs/pubs/jrnl/2023/nrs_2023_mockrin_003.pdf 

6. Sustainable Defensible Space https://defensiblespace.org/ 

7. Alliance For Practical Fire Solutions  https://afpfs.org/ 

8. Board of Forestry Defensible Space - Zones 0, 1, & 2. 

9. Cal Fire Home Hardening | CAL FIRE Defensible Space | CAL FIRE 

10. LA Times (6/2/25) Contributor: California's proposed ban on plants near homes could be 
dangerously bad advice - Los Angeles Times 

11. Francisco J. et. al. (2025) Exploring urban vegetation type and defensible space’s role in building 
loss during wildfire-driven events in California 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0169204625001288 

12.  Zhang Deshun, et. al. (2025) The Role of Urban Vegetation in Mitigating Fire Risk Under Climate 
Change: A Review https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/6/2680 

 

 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/nrs/pubs/jrnl/2023/nrs_2023_mockrin_003.pdf
https://defensiblespace.org/
https://afpfs.org/
https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-and-2
https://www.fire.ca.gov/home-hardening
https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2025-06-02/california-fire-risk-zone-0-landscaping-plants
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2025-06-02/california-fire-risk-zone-0-landscaping-plants
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0169204625001288
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/6/2680
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